Florida Fraud Trends

Fraud has become a growing public safety and economic threat in Florida, costing families billions of
dollars each year and disproportionately harming older adults. As scams grow more sophisticated and
technology-driven, Florida continues to rank among the states most affected by fraud nationwide.

The Scope of Fraud in Florida

Florida consistently ranks at the top nationally for fraud reports and financial losses. In 2024, the Federal
Trade Commission designated Florida the “Fraud Capital of the United States,” reflecting both the
volume and severity of scams impacting residents.

e Floridians lose more than $1 billion annually to fraud and scams
e $866 million was lost to scams in Florida in 2024, the highest total of any state

Most Costly Scam Types

Certain scams account for a disproportionate share of financial losses in Florida, often exploiting trust,
urgency, or authority. The costliest fraud schemes include:

e Romance scams
e Business impersonation scams
e Government impersonation scams

These schemes are increasingly coordinated, technologically sophisticated, and difficult for individuals to
detect alone.

Impact on Older Floridians
Older adults are among the most frequently targeted and most severely harmed by fraud.

e Seniors account for nearly 30% of total fraud losses in Florida
e Older victims experience higher median losses per incident than younger age groups

Beyond immediate financial harm, fraud against seniors often results in long-term consequences,
including:

e Loss of financial independence and generational wealth
e Increased reliance on public assistance and social services
e Emotional distress, reduced trust, and diminished quality of life

Why Fraud Trends Matter for Policy

As Florida’s population continues to age, fraud trends pose a growing threat to economic stability,
consumer confidence, and public resources. Addressing fraud early and collaboratively is essential to
protecting seniors, strengthening communities, and ensuring scammers are held accountable.

Report a scam at
MyFloridalLegal.com or call 1-866-9NO-SCAM


http://myfloridalegal.com
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