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Experience

Mariah Rodriguez is a Managing Director at BDO USA in Miami, specializing in regulatory 
transformation and financial crimes investigations. With 18 years of experience in the 
financial industry, she has led complex investigations, compliance initiatives, and regulatory 
remediation efforts for both U.S. and foreign financial institutions. 

Mariah is recognized for her ability to streamline regulatory processes, eliminating 
inefficiencies and enhancing operational capacity within global organizations. Her deep 
expertise in data modeling and quality management allows her to solve intricate compliance 
and operational challenges. She has worked extensively with U.S. and international regulators 
to address rule violations and implement remediation strategies.

Her experience includes:

• Forensic and asset tracing investigations

• Implementation of compliance programs

• AML and sanctions investigations

• Financial crime compliance for both financial and non-financial institutions

Before joining BDO, Mariah led the Financial Crimes Practice in Miami at Alvarez & Marsal. 
She also served as Head of U.S. Client Data at a Fortune 100 global financial institution, 
where she led a global data transformation initiative to meet consent order requirements. 

Industry Focus

 Mariah focuses on AML Compliance for digital assets and traditional financial institutions, 
helping clients navigate evolving regulatory expectations across traditional and emerging 
financial ecosystems.

Education

 M.A. Forensic Accounting and Data Analytics, Florida Atlantic University

 B.A., Sociology, University of North Florida

Professional Affiliations

 Member of the Woman's in White Collar Defense Association (WWCDA)

 Women in Crypto Association

 Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist (ACAMS)

 Chainalysis Reactor Certification
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Stablecoins 101 
 Digital assets pegged to stable values (e.g., USD)

 Reduce volatility while keeping crypto’s speed

 Applications for banks: faster cross-border payments, instant settlement and 
improved liquidity

Algorithmic
(FRAX)

Fiat-backed 
(USDC, USDT)

Stability &
Efficiency

Crypto-
Collateralized
(DAI)
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The GENIUS Act
 First U.S. Federal law for stablecoins

 Establishes oversight and banking-integration framework

 Opens adoption and creates pathway for financial institutions and wealth 
managers to safely adopt stablecoins under clear rules
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Cross-border payments: faster and lower cost (LATAM/Caribbean ties)

 Instant settlement improves liquidity

Programmable finance (Automation for escrow, trust, payouts)

Tokenization: new asset classes (real estate, private debt) 

Enhances opportunity for South Florida’s role as a Latin America financial hub

Cross-border payments: faster and lower cost (LATAM/Caribbean ties)

 Instant settlement improves liquidity

Programmable finance (Automation for escrow, trust, payouts)

Tokenization: new asset classes (real estate, private debt) 

Enhances opportunity for South Florida’s role as a Latin America financial hub

Benefits for Florida Financial 
Institutions & Wealth Managers
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 Stablecoins elevate compliance expectations for banks

Cross-border money laundering & sanctions risks

 Opacity and reserve transparency gaps

 Regulatory arbitrage across jurisdictions

 Stablecoins elevate compliance expectations for banks

Cross-border money laundering & sanctions risks

 Opacity and reserve transparency gaps

 Regulatory arbitrage across jurisdictions

Compliance & Financial Crime Risks

Compliance Burden

Money Laundering

Opacity & Reserve Risk Regulatory Arbitrage
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As regulators tighten oversight, banks and wealth managers are seeing rising institutional adoption, 
growing client demand, and expanding use cases in tokenization and programmable finance. 

Florida’s cross – border financial ecosystem is uniquely positioned to benefit from these trends. 

As regulators tighten oversight, banks and wealth managers are seeing rising institutional adoption, 
growing client demand, and expanding use cases in tokenization and programmable finance. 

Florida’s cross – border financial ecosystem is uniquely positioned to benefit from these trends. 

Trends to Watch

 Regulatory Momentum – GENIUS Act sets a national standard

 Institutional Adoption – Banks, custodians, and funds 
integrating stablecoins

 Client Demand – High Net Worth Individuals and family 
offices seek faster settlements

 Tokenization & Programmability – Real estate, private debt, 
and payment innovation
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 A Miami-based private bank serves a Latin American High-Net-Worth Individual 

 Client converts local currency into USD-backed stablecoins

Stablecoins are transferred cross-border to the Miami bank

Bank redeems stablecoins into USD

Proceeds are used for a real estate purchase in Florida

 A Miami-based private bank serves a Latin American High-Net-Worth Individual 

 Client converts local currency into USD-backed stablecoins

Stablecoins are transferred cross-border to the Miami bank

Bank redeems stablecoins into USD

Proceeds are used for a real estate purchase in Florida

Florida Case Study: Cross-Border 
Real Estate via Stablecoins
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Assess Readiness – Governance and Policies

Choose Partners – Custody, settlements and fiat transactions 

Upgrade Controls – KYC, Sanctions, Audit,

 Monitor Rules – GENIUS Act, regulator exams, state regulators 

Assess Readiness – Governance and Policies

Choose Partners – Custody, settlements and fiat transactions 

Upgrade Controls – KYC, Sanctions, Audit,

 Monitor Rules – GENIUS Act, regulator exams, state regulators 

Roadmap for Florida Institutions
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 Stablecoins are here to stay — GENIUS Act brings legitimacy

 Real opportunities: payments, tokenization, client services

 Risk management is non-negotiable — uplift controls now

 Florida’s cross-border financial ecosystem is positioned to lead adoption

 Stablecoins are here to stay — GENIUS Act brings legitimacy

 Real opportunities: payments, tokenization, client services

 Risk management is non-negotiable — uplift controls now

 Florida’s cross-border financial ecosystem is positioned to lead adoption

Key Takeaways
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Questions?

Contact

Mariah Rodriguez
Managing Director 
mdrodriguez@bdo.com
1-904-415-1790
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